rt- . t . „v Mailed: March 1,2005 

(Translation) 

NOTIFICATION OF REASONS RFJECTION 

Patent Application No, Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-004917 

Examiner's Notice Date: February 25, 2005 

Examiner: Daisuke KOBAYASHI 3354 5Q00 

Attorney for Patent Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 6 attorneys) 

Applied Sections: Section 29 (2), Section 29 bis , and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about™ rejLS must be filed within 60 DAYS of the maihng date hereof. 

REASONS 

1 The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 36 (6) (i) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the 
claims are defective in the following respects. 

REMARKS 

(Claims 1 and 2) 

Claim 1 sets forth an "information medium configured to be capable of 
recording ... and a bit stream." However, the medium "configured to be 
capable of recording" a bit stream includes all of mediums which can record 
digital data physically, i.e., all of write-once-read-many type and recordable type 

information mediums. 

The detailed description of the invention discloses only an information 
medium having a specific data format for recording a bit stream to be recorded 
on an information medium, and does not discloses a key to expand or 
generalize the information medium having the data format recorded thereon to 
a well known recordable information medium (for example, optical card and 

magnetic tape). 

A similar objection applies to claim 2 depending on claim 1 . 
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Thus, the inventions claimed in claims 1 and 2 are not disclosed in the 
detailed description of the invention. 

2 The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 36 (6) (ii) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the 
claims are defective in the following respects. 

REMARKS 

(Claims 3 to 5) 

Claim 3 sets forth that the •'packet," "stream packet," "application packet," 
and "partial application packet" are each recorded, and, regarding a relationship 
among these, that the "packet" is constituted of the "streams packet" and 
"partial application packet" and the stream packet" is constituted of one or more 

"application packet(s)." 

However, the configuration corresponding to the "packet" recited in claim 
3 cannot be found in the detailed description of the invention. 

Further, the detailed description of the invention describes only that the. 
"stream packet" is constituted of one or more "application packet(s)" and a 
"partial application packet." Thus, the relationships among the "packet," 
"stream packet," "application packet" and "partial application packet" set forth in 
claim 3 and disclosed in the detailed description of the invention are 
inconsistent with each other. 

Similar objections apply to claims 4 and 5 depending on claim 3. 

Thus, the inventions of claims 3 to 5 are unclear. 

3 The invention is unpatentable under section 29 b,s of the 
Patent Law on the grounds that the invention is considered the 
same as the invention described in the specification and the 
drawing(s) originally attached to the request of the following 
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application, which was filed before, and disclosed after, the filing 
date of this application and that the inventor of the present 
application is not considered to be the inventor of the cited 
application, and at the time of the filing of this application, the 
applicant is not considered to be the applicant of the cited 
application. 

REMARKS (refer to references cited) 

- Claims 1, 2, 6, 9, 11 to 14, 16 and 18 

- Reference 1 

- Remark 

(Claims 1, 6, 9, 11 and 12) 

Reference 1 (see, especially, Example 2) discloses a technique of 
recording, on an information recording medium, a digital broadcasting object 
constituted of one or more motion image object unit(s), digital broadcasting 
object information, and a PCR map for use in accessing an I picture, included in 
the digital broadcasting object. The reference discloses an invention identical 
with the present invention as claimed in claims 1, 6, 9, 11 and 12. 
(Claim 2) 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claim 2 are different in that, while the unit of management as to 
whether the data of an I picture is stored or not is the "unit of blocks" in 
Reference 1 , the unit of management as to whether the access unit is included 
or not is the "unit of data object units" in the present invention. 

However, in the technical field of information recording apparatuses 
which record video information, no particularly remarkable advantage is 
obtained by using, as the unit of management as to whether the I picture is 
recorded or not, the data object unit disclosed as a specific configuration of the 
block in Reference 1. Thus, this could have been suitably determined by 
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those skilled in the art. 
(Claims 13, 14, 16 and 18) 

Reference 1 (see, especially, paragraphs [0121] to [0146] and FIG. 19) 
discloses a technique of providing, in a DVD recorder, an encoder which 
encodes an analogue signal in the MPEG format and sends information on time 
length and size of a motion image object unit to a system control part and a 
drive which records data in a position designated from the system control part 
which records the data, and also discloses a technique of providing, in a DVD 
recorder, a drive which reads out MPEG stream data using an address 
obtained from a T map by a system control part, and a track buffer which 
transfers the MPEG stream data to a decoder. This reference discloses an 
invention identical with the present invention as claimed in claims 13, 14, 16 
and 18. 

4 The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
following publications distributed in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARKS (refer to refe rences cited) 

- Claims 1 to 12 

- References 2 to 5 

- Remark 
(Claims 1 and 2) 

Reference 2 discloses a technique of recording a transport packet 
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encoded in the MPEG system, and recording, in a TOC region or a directory 
region as management information, an address of a sector on a disk and table 
data indicating the presence or absence of an I picture in the sector, which are 
detailed information regarding recorded contents. 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claims 1 and 2 are different in that, while the unit of management as 
to access is possible or not is the "unit of sectors" in the cited invention, the unit 
of management as to access is possible or not is the "unit of data object units" 
in the present invention. 

However, Reference 3 (see, especially, paragraph [0060] and FIG. 9) 
discloses a technique of providing a DSI packet having recorded therein an end 
address of an l-picture in the presence of the l-picture in VOBU or "0" in the 
absence thereof, i.e., a technique of managing whether the l-picture accessible 
in the VOBU unit is recorded or not, in the technical field of information 
recording apparatuses which record video information. 

Thus, there is no remarkable idea in combining References 2 and 3 to 
use a data object unit as the unit of management as to whether access is 
possible or not disclosed in Reference 2. 
(Claim 3) 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claim 3 are different in that 

It is indefinite whether or not a transport packet is allowed to be divided 
into sectors and recorded when the transport packet is recorded in the sectors 
in the cited invention. 

However, in the technical field of information recording apparatuses 
which record video information, Reference 4 (especially, paragraphs [0020] to 
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[0046]; and FIGS. 1 to 7) discloses a technique of dividing a MPEG-TS packet 
into minimum recording units of a recording medium for recording. The 
combination of References 2 and 4 is not deemed remarkable. 
(Claim 4) 

The technique of recording a random access indicator in a header of a 
transport packet is disclosed in Reference 5 (see, especially, FIG. 22). No 
remarkable idea would be required for combining References 2 and 5 to employ 
the feature such that the random access indicator disclosed in Reference 5 is 
recorded in the headers of the transport packets disclosed in Reference 2, i.e., 
the essential feature of claim 4. 
(Claims 6 to 8, 11 and 12) 

It is merely within ordinary skill in the art to apply the inventions of 
References 2 to 4 relating to an information medium to a recording method and 
a recording apparatus. 

As to the feature that "an initial byte of an application time stamp of an 
initial application packet is "positioned in a starting position of an initial 
application packet region at the head of a data object" in claim 7, 

It is self-evident to those skilled in the art to record data from the initial 
position of a VOD region at the time of initial recording when data is recorded 
on a DVD, in the technical field of information recording apparatuses which 
record video information. 

In view of the above, no remarkable idea would be found in recording the 
arrival time of a packet as disclosed in Reference 4, which is data initially 
arranged, in the initial position of VOB when data is recorded on the information 
medium as disclosed in References 2 to 4. 
(Claims 9 to 10) 
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It is merely within ordinary skill in the art to apply the inventions of 
References 2 to 4 relating to an information medium also to a reproduction 
method. 

As to the feature of "reproducing (the packet) based on the contents of 
access information" in claim 10, Reference 4 (especially, paragraphs [0020] to 
[0046] and FIGS. 1 to 7) discloses a technique of using the low 2 bytes of a 
header as a counter of a divided sink block. 

- Claims 13 to 18 

- References 2 and 6 

- Remark 

(Claims 13, 14, 16 and 18) 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claims 13 and 14 are different in that 

Reference 2 does not describe the occurrence of boundary information. 

However, in the technical field of information recording apparatuses 
which record video information, it is well known in the art to set a boundary 
among VOB, CELL and VOBU and to record the boundary as management 
information when data is recorded on a DVD. Further, no remarkable idea 
would be found in combining the well-known technique and Reference 2 to set 
the boundary among VOB, CELL and VOBU and record information indicating 
the boundary in a management region when a DVD is applied as the recording 
medium of the invention disclosed in Reference 2. 
(Claims 15 and 17) 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claim 15 are different in that 
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the packet length is not recorded in the cited invention. 

However, in the technical field of information recording apparatuses 
which record video information, Reference 6 discloses a technique of recording, 
in an information recording medium having a data recording region, a digital 
compression video signal in a plurality of blocks in the packet format and ID 
data indicating the packet length of the packet in the data recording region. 

Further, Reference 2 (paragraph [0027]) suggests that a transport 
stream is recorded on a disk as it is, and that detailed information regarding the 
recorded contents is recorded in a directory region as table data. Thus, no 
remarkable idea would be found in combining References 2 and 6 to record the 
packet length disclosed in Reference 6 as the detailed information regarding 
the recording contents disclosed in Reference 2. 

References Cited: 

1 . Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1-3281 10 (Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI 
Publication No. 2000-217066) 

2. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-235832 

3. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 10-322661 

4. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-306137 (filed) 

5. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-195072 

6. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-124309 

If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action will be 

issued. 

Prior Art Search Report 
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G11B 27/00 
H04N 5/76 

Prior-Art Documents: 

Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2000-195170 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 11-073737 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-339637 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 09-251762 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 10-064246 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 07-141 1 16 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 

In the case where there is any inquiry concerning the contents of this 
Official Notice for Reasons for rejection, please contact the following: 
Takatoshi FUJIWARA, Information Recording, Patent Examination Department 
4 

Tel: 03(3581)1101 Ext. 3590 
Fax: 03(3501)0715 
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